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me to feel, however, in Germany, in Italy, in Belgium,
in the United States, and in England, that they are like
voices crying in the wilderness. The Vatican has fought
hard that they shall be educated as Catholics, and now that
they have been educated and are grown up, they realise
that the world they will have to face during the next
twenty or thirty years, is a world which will possibly be
overwhelmingly atheistic, or Communistic, or believing
in some totalitarian theory, unless something is done
about it quickly, and they believe that the leadership from
Rome is in no way in touch with their generation.
In Germany especially does the youth feel that, had it
been listened to and not ignored in the days when the
Catholics were in power in Germany, there would be no
Nazi regime to-day. The young Catholics in England
wonder why they may be asked to carry out a policy
that will cut them off more than ever from their neigh-
bours who are doing so much in their country to save
Europe and the world for civilisation.
In Switzerland and in the New World are perhaps the
most internationally-minded youth* These Catholics are
full of belief in their religion, and keen to practise itt
They are worried, however, at the policies of the Vatican,
and they consider, as do many older Catholics, that in
worldly matters the Church is governed by an out-of-date
machinery, which will have to fight in the near future the
most modern organisations of young crusaders.
There is no possibility, they think* of compromise
between a totalitarianism that in the long run practically
denies the authority of God and Christianity, in dealing
with human beings, and they have a grave mistrust of the
fact that so many elderly men, most of them over sixty